The diagnosis and management of hemoglobinopathies during pregnancy.
Patients with hemoglobinopathies can be at risk for significant maternal and fetal morbidity during pregnancy. This is especially true for those gravidas with SCD or certain thalassemia disorders. With intensive management, pregnancy outcome for these women has improved dramatically, and approximates that of the general population. Criteria for diagnosis for many of these conditions are well established. Appropriate therapeutic interventions are more controversial, but, regardless, emphasize the need for a heightened awareness of these disorders and their potential complications.